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Christoph Schnell (born 1954) is a Swiss composer. Raised in Goldach on Lake Constance, he now lives 
and works in St. Gallen. 
 
Life 
Christoph Schnell studied musicology, art history, and ethnomusicology at the University of Zurich 
and received his doctorate in musicology in 1984 with a specialization in the interdisciplinary field of 
"Computers and Music" (Dr. phil. I). Dr. Schnell's academic career took him to, among other places, 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He has lectured at universities in Switzerland and abroad, 
including the University of Applied Sciences Rapperswil (HSR), the University of Basel, the University 
of Freiburg, and the University of Milan. From 1997 to 2005, he was a lecturer in instrument studies, 
acoustics, and audio design at the St. Gallen Academy of Music. From 2004 to 2014, he gave public 
lectures in "Computer Science and Musicology" at the University of St. Gallen (HSG). He is the owner 
of the sole proprietorship «umea – united media artists Dr. Schnell»[1]. 
 
He received his artistic training from Peter Mezger (violin, St. Gallen) and Giovanni Bria (piano, 
Zurich); he also attended composition workshops, courses, lectures, and seminars with, among 
others, B. Billeter, P. Huber, H.-U. Lehmann, and Y. Xenakis. Christoph Schnell wrote his first piece at 
the age of 10. This was followed by pieces for solo violin and two violins, as well as for small string 
orchestra. Later, Schnell also wrote works for large and unusual ensembles, such as «Surround us» for 
large symphony orchestra and 5.1 surround sound (op. 157, premiered in March 2010). Among his 
now approximately 300 compositions are chamber music pieces, (so far) ten string quartets, and 
works for large symphonic ensembles, as well as – since the early 1980s – works for computers and 
electronic musical instruments, such as his Violin Concerto No. 1 (Op. 152 from 2003) for solo violin, 
synthesizer, surround sound system, and didgeridoo. Regarding the reception of the world premiere 
of his Violin Concerto No. 2 ("Italian Version," Op. 183a) at the 55th International Piano Festival of 
Bresca and Bergamo in 2018, Alessandro Panetto (President of APM Concert Agency) wrote in an 
email to Christoph Schnell: "People are usually very 'cold' with contemporary music programs, but in 
your case it was a great success and received great praise from everyone!" 
 
``` Among Schnell's most important works are his (to date) eight violin concertos, as well as "Requiem 
X" (to be read as "Requiem ten"), composed in 2017 and premiered a year later with the Sonoro 
Choir London. He also directed a film adaptation of the work (2018/2019). Christoph Schnell is thus 
probably one of the first, if not the first, composers to have filmed their own Requiem 
composition.[2] Selected works are published by UNIVERSAL EDITION Vienna. 
 
Christoph Schnell has (to date) made more than 20 film productions: from commercials and short 
films to feature films and theatrical films. Among others: "Neubau Messe Basel" (documentary, 
2013), "Notfall 51 – der Film" (theatrical film, 2012), "Requiem X – der Film: eine kontemplative Reise 
zwischen Leben und Tod" (2019), and "The Mysterious Forest – der geheimnisvolle Wald" (short film, 
2023). 
 
In 2008, Christoph Schnell defined a new genre of music: the "musical opera." It is a fusion of opera, 
musical, and drama, incorporating musical elements from music history, including film scores and 
atonality. Schnell himself composed three examples: the tragicomic musical opera "Notfall 51," which 
premiered in 2012; the science fiction musical opera "Baby Bill," which premiered in 2014; and the 
crime musical opera "Black Widow – Leise kommt der Tod" (2015). Even though the musical opera as 
a genre has not yet achieved widespread popularity, Schnell set a musical-historical landmark with 
the invention of the "musical opera." The renowned German-language journal "Musicals" wrote: 
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"Like its predecessor [Notfall 51], Baby Bill made it clear that new forms of musical theatre are indeed 
possible…"[3] 
 
Works (Selection) 
 
Chamber Music/String Orchestra (Selection) 
 
• "Nocturne" for solo cello (1976, Op. 46); 
• "Guernica" – Piece for String Orchestra and Percussion (1976, Op. 47); 
• "secco" for piano and pianist's head voice (1977, Op. 51); 
• String Quartet No. 2 (2002, Op. 133); 
• String Quartet No. 3 (2003, Op. 139); String Quartet No. 5 (2008, Op. 151); 
• String Quartet No. 10 (2021, Op. 199) 
• "Dance with a Vampire" for violin and piano (2004, Op. 142); 
• "5 Bagatelles" for piano (2005, Op. 144); 
• "Toccata Trinitatis" for large organ (2008/2009, Op. 147). 
• "Le Streghe" (Witches' Dance) for solo violin (2021, Op. 196) 
• "Le Carnaval des personnages" (2025, Op. 217) for piano trio and drum set 
 
Computer and electronics (Selection) 
 
• "Bach Sitting under an Apple Tree" for computer and electronics (1991/92, Op. 79); 
• "The Scandalous Affair with My Bildnis" – Portrait Aria from Mozart's The Magic Flute for computer 
and electronics (1995/96, Op. 106); 
• "atmosphere II" – multi-part work for computer, electronics, and live recording (1998, Op. 113 ff; 
CD production); 
• Violin Concerto No. 1 "Surround me...!" for synthesizers, solo violin, 5.1 digital surround sound 
system, and didgeridoo (2008, Op. 152). 
 
Symphonic Instrumentation (Selection) 
 
• "Rasputin" – Piece for Large Orchestra (1977, Op. 50); 
• "Bolero Funebre" for Symphonic Wind Orchestra (2001, Op. 130); 
• "Moments héroïques" for Symphonic Wind Orchestra (2006, Op. 150); 
• "Entry of the Masters" for Large Symphony Orchestra (2009, Op. 156c). 
• "Surround Us...!", Suite from "Surround Me...!" for synthesizers, 5.1 surround sound system, and 
large symphony orchestra (2009, Op. 157) 
• "Mission 4 U" (to be read as: "Mission for You") for large symphony orchestra (2023, Op. 210) 
• "Symphonic Confectionery" (2025, Op. 220) for large symphony orchestra 
 
Music Theatre (Selection) 
 
• "Emergency 51" – Tragicomic musical opera in 3 acts (2010, Op. 160).[4] 
• "Baby Bill" – Dramatic musical opera in 3 acts (2012, Op. 166).[4] 
• "Black Widow – Silent Death" – Crime musical opera in 3 acts (2015, Op. 170).[4] 
 
Solo Concertos (Selection) 
 
• Violin Concerto No. 1 “Surround me...!”, for solo violin, synthesizers, and 5.1 surround sound system 
(2008, Op. 152) 
• Violin Concerto No. 2 for solo violin, string orchestra, timpani, and synthesizer (2017, Op. 183) 
• Violin Concerto No. 2 “Italian Version” (2018, Op. 183a) 



• Piano Concerto No. 1 “Rockefeller Plaza”, symphonic concerto for piano and orchestra (2017, Op. 
184) 
• Piano Concerto No. 2 “Il giocondo” (2023, Op. 211) for piano and orchestra 
• Violin Concerto No. 3 for electric violin, string orchestra, timpani, and drum set (2018, Op. 186) 
• Violin Concerto No. 4 for Solo Violin, String Orchestra, Timpani, and Drum Set (2018, Op. 189) 
• Violin Concerto No. 5 for Solo Violin, (Small) Solo Drum, String Orchestra, and Timpani (2019, Op. 
190) 
• Violin Concerto No. 6 – Lyrical Concerto for Violin, Percussion, String Orchestra, and Timpani, 
inspired by BNT162B2 (2021, Op. 194) 
• Violin Concerto No. 7 "The Omikron Concerto" for Violin, Piano, Synthesizer, Doubled Bass, and 
Drum Set (2022, Op. 200a) 
• Violin Concerto No. 8 for Solo Violin, String Orchestra, Timpani, Drum Set, Percussion, and Piano 
(2023, Op. 208b) 
• "ORON" – Concerto for 3 Trombones and Modern Orchestra (Op. 193) 2020) 
• "Jazz Life – Concerto for Trumpet, Jazz Trio and Strings" (op. 196c, 2021) 
 
Sacred Music (Selection) 
 
• Missa quasi vit(i)a for 4 vocal soloists and percussion (1983, Op. 61) 
• Requiem X for choir, string orchestra, timpani, percussion, and taiko drums (2017, Op. 182) 
• "Crazy Xmas – The Ultimate Christmas Concert": 8 newly arranged traditional Christmas carols and 
4 new Christmas songs for vocals, recorders, electric violin, keytar, and backing tracks (2022, Op. 205) 
 
Filmography (Selection) 
 
• "Claude Diallo at Piano Jazz Festival Lucerne" (KKL Lucerne, concert film 2011) 
• "Emergency 51 – The Film" (theater film 2012) 
• "New Basel Exhibition Center" (documentary film 2013) 
• "Baby Bill – The Film" (theater film 2016) 
• "Requiem X – The Film: a "Contemplative Journey Between Life and Death" (2019) 
• "The Mysterious Forest" (short film, 2023). 
 
Web links 
 
• Artist's website : www.ChristophSchnell.ch 
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